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SANTA  CATALINA  ISLAND 


BY 

IZA  WILLIAMS 


Senor  Juan  Rodriguez  Carrillo  is  credited  with  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  Santa  Catalina  Island.  In  1542  this  explorer  of  Southern 
seas  sailed  into  the  quiet  waters  of  what  is  now  Avalon,  and,  raising 
the  Portuguese  flag,  gave  the  island  the  name  of  San  Salvador, 
after  one  of  his  ships.  In  1602  an  expedition  equipped  by  Philip 
III.  of  Spain,  and  commanded  by  Sebastian  Vizcaino,  anchored 
at  Avalon  and  rechristened  the  island  by  its  present  name  of  Santa 
Catalina. 

Where  the  Metropole  Hotel  now  stands  there  was  a  populous 
Indian  village.  These  Indians  were  a  fine-looking  people,  dressed 
in  well-cured  skins,  and  lived  in  large  dwellings.  Their  canoes  were 
well  built  and  capacious,  holding  twenty  men,  for  the  islanders 
were  skilful  fishermen.  The  women  were  attractive  and  refined, 
the  whole  population  being  superior  to  the  ^ndians  of  the  main¬ 
land.  About  130  years  ago  almost  the  entire  population  were 
enticed  to  the  mainland  through  the  ministrations  of  the  Franciscan 
friars,  and  now  there  is  nothing  but  the  crumbling  bones  and  the 
old  stone  implements  to  tell  of  the  days  that  were. 

The  island  has  passed  through  many  hands  since  then,  the 
larger  part  of  it  now  being  the  property  of  the  Banning  Company, 
who  have  added  many  of  the  modern  luxuries  of  life  to  enhance 
its  unrivalled  natural  beauties.  It  is  twenty  odd  miles  in  length, 
and  contains  about  55,000  acres  of  well  diversified  country.  There 
are  mountain  ranges  and  peaks,  all  commanding  incomparable 
views;  there  are  deep  canyons  and  level  stretches  of  meadows.  The 
enthusiastic  climber  is  ever  finding  delightful  surprises. 

The  early  Indians  recognized  the  most  available  location  in 
selecting  Avalon  as  their  principal  town.  It  is  on  the  northeast 


side  of  the  island,  and  is  the  outlet  of  a  beautiful  canyon.  The  beach 
is  crescent-shaped;  on  the  north  side  is  the  landmark,  Sugar  Loaf, 
on  the  south  a  high  ridge.  Along  the  beach  is  Crescent  Avenue, 
the  principal  street,  upon  which  are  the  stores  and  larger  hotels. 
Branching  off  are  numerous  residence  streets,  all  outlined  with 
shade  trees.  Beautiful  gardens  help  to  remind  the  visitor  that 
this,  too,  is  Southern  California,  the  land  of  flowers. 

Avalon  has  a  charm  of  its  own.  It  is  so  unique  in  every  way 
that  pleasure-seekers  do  not  feel  bound  to  follow  the  iron-clad 
rules  of  other  places.  Every  one  walks  in  the  middle  of  the  street ; 
a  half-dozen  girls  walking  arm-in-arm  will  think  it  nearly  an  im¬ 
pertinence  if  a  sprinkling-cart  or  a  laundry  wagon  attempts  to 
pass  them.  Again,  the  campers,  of  whom  there  are  an  enormous 
number  in  the  summer,  don  their  bathing  suits  in  their  tents,  and 
walk  down  to  the  beach  in  this  garb,  no  matter  if  the  distance  be 
two  blocks  or  ten.  This  is  where  individuality  shows;  some  wear 
merely  their  bathing  suit,  pure  and  simple;  some  make  a  concession 
to  sunburn  by  taking  a  parasol;  and  others  to  modesty  by  wearing 
bath  robes  and  mackintoshes.  There  is  a  constant  stream  of  bathers 
in  ones  or  twos  or  dozens  from  early  in  the  morning  until  late  in 
the  afternoon. 

The  Catalina  Band  is  famous,  and  deservedly  so.  Every  even¬ 
ing  from  7  to  9  o’clock  in  the  summer  months  is  the  outdoor  concert, 
and  from  9  to  11  o’clock  is  devoted  to  dancing  at  the  Pavilion. 

Saturday  night  is  something  to  be  remembered  in  Catalina. 
All  the  hotels,  stores,  and  houses  on  the  front  streets  are  lighted 
with  gay  Chinese  lanterns;  red,  blue  and  green  lights  show  upon 
nearby  cliffs,  the  bay  is  a  blaze  of  lantern-decorated  launches,  and 
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fireworks  shoot  from  Sugar  Loaf.  All  this  is  in  honor  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Hermosa,  and  she  in  turn  acknowledges  the  salutes 
with  more  red  fire  and  rockets.  It  is  cheering  for  the  new-comer 
to  step  from  the  boat  into  an  atmosphere  of  such  a  welcome. 

Indeed,  the  arrival  of  the  boats  is  always  a  big  event  in  island 
life,  one  is  interested  to  see  if  any  friends  are  among  the  new-comers. 
So  the  boat  is  invariably  welcomed  by  two  long  lines  of  people, 
through  which  the  new-comers  must  pass.  It  has  been  well  called 
“running  the  gantlet,”  but  there  is  pleasure  in  remembering  that 
while  you  pass  through  but  once  you  may  have  the  enjoyment  of 
looking  at  other  victims  twice  a  day. 

Avalon  is  the  mecca  of  fishermen.  After  once  they  have  dis¬ 
covered  the  charm  of  the  island  they  come  back  regularly  every 
year.  It  is  such  an  incentive  to  know  that  any  day  you  may  break 
a  world’s  record — that  the  fish  are  there  waiting  for  the  fisherman. 
There  are  sand  dabs  for  people  who  do  not  care  for  sport  but  for 
the  fish,  and  for  the  true  sportsman  there  is  tuna  fishing,  the  gamiest 
fish  in  the  world.  Many  are  the  blood-curdling  stories  told  by  the 
members  of  the  Tuna  Club!  Of  other  fish  there  are  huge  quantities, 
the  barracuda,  the  seabass,  the  yellow  tail,  and  the  jew  fish,  the 
giant  of  the  marine  world. 

And  speaking  of  the  marine  world  one  inevitably  thinks  of 
the  glass-bottom  boats  peculiar  to  California.  From  these  boats 
one  may  look  down  into  the  water  to  a  depth  of  one  hundred  feet 
and  observe  the  life  of  the  sea.  It  is  a  strange  world,  but  a  busy 
one.  There  are  more  fish  than  one  can  name,  of  every  kind,  color, 
and  shape.  There  are  marvellous  gardens  to  admire  and  wonder 
at,  and  kelp  everywhere,  from  which  constantly  steals  forth  the 
orange-colored  sunfish.  The  children  say  whoever  catches  one  will 
be  rich  and  famous;  and  the  sunfish  is  always  willing  to  show  off 
his  bright  beauty,  but  will  never  rise  to  the  flattery  of  our  delicate 
bait  at  the  end  of  a  hook. 

Goat  hunting  is  always  popular,  the  mountains  of  the  inland 
being  well  inhabited  with  same.  The  hunter  rarely  comes  back 
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without  his  spoils,  often  bringing  both  live  and  dead,  as  the  little 
kids  make  amusing  pets. 

As  to  side  trips,  these  are  plentiful.  There  is  the  stage  trip 
up  a  well-made  mountain  road  along  the  sides  of  precipitous  heights, 
where  one  may  look  down  until  he  is  dizzy,  look  farther  out  and 
see  the  blue  waters  of  the  Pacific.  To  the  Summit  and  return  is 
a  pleasant  little  trip  of  three  hours.  The  favorite  stage  drive,  how¬ 
ever,  is  from  Avalon,  at  nine,  to  the  Isthmus  in  time  for  lunch,  and 
return  by  the  boat.  Or  one  may  take  the  boat  to  the  Isthmus, 
lunch  there  and  return  by  stage.  The  Isthmus  is  becoming  a  favorite 
with  many  campers,  and  interesting  shells  are  to  be  found  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island. 

The  pleasure  launches  and  the  larger  glass-bottom  boats  are 
continually  getting  up  parties  to  favorite  points  along  the  island 
coast.  A  trip  to  Seal  Rocks,  three  miles  south  of  Avalon,  is  inter¬ 
esting,  and  one  can  approach  very  closely  to  the  noisy  seals  that 
cover  the  rocks.  Church  Rock  (The  Sphinx)  is  a  five-mile  trip. 
Moonstone  Beach,  very  popular  with  the  seekers  of  souvenirs,  is 
a  pretty  little  cove  four  miles  distant  from  Avalon.  A  few  miles 
north  of  the  Isthmus  is  Johnson’s  Landing,  an  ideal  place  for  an 
all-day  trip.  The  scenery  along  the  northern  coast  is  very  inter¬ 
esting.  One  passes  Arch  Rock  and  Eagle’s  Nest  and  huge  stone 
quarries,  and  romantic  legends  are  told  of  many  of  the  striking 
landmarks. 

The  climate  of  Catalina  is  an  equable  one,  better  than  the 
mainland,  inasmuch  as  the  winters  are  warmer  and  the  summers 
cooler,  and  that  there  is  much  less  difference  between  day  and 
night.  Sea  bathing  can  be  indulged  in  all  the  year  round,  for  the 
quiet,  surfless  bay  is  always  delightful. 

Avalon  is  thirty  miles  distant  from  San  Pedro,  a  one-and-a-half 
hour’s  boat  ride.  If  your  presence  is  needed  on  the  mainland  there 
is  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  Station  to  bring  your  message. 

The  pictures  that  follow  give  an  idea  of  some  of  the  beautiful 
places  of  Santa  Catalina- 


AVALON,  MAIN  VIEW. 


SUGAR  LOAF,  CATALINA. 


AVALON,  LOOKING  SOUTH  FROM  SUGAR  LOAF. 


SURF,  AVALON  BAY, 


AVALON,  FROM  WIRELESS  TELEGRAPH  STATION 
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SUGAR  LOAF,  AVALON  BAY 


AQUARIUM 


MOONLIGHT,  AVALON  BAY, 


ANGELS’  FLIGHT 


HOTEL  METROPOLE,  AVALON, 


STREET  SCENE,  AVALON. 


STAGE  ROAD,  FROM  SUMMIT,  CATALINA, 


AVALON,  SANTA  CATAL1 


ISLAND,  CALIFORNIA 


BATHHOUSE,  AVALON  BAY. 


PESCANSO,”  RESIDENCE  OF  HANCOCK  BANNING. 


CLUBHOUSE  AND  GOLF  COURSE,  CATALINA  ISLAND 


PEBBLY  BEACH,  NEAR  AVALON, 


RESIDENCE  OF  HANCOCK  BANNING. 
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EAGLE’S  NEST,  CATALINA  ISLAND 


ON  THE  ROAD  TO  PEBBLY  BEACH 


DESCANSO,”  RESIDENCE  OF  HANCOCK  BANNING. 


SEAL  ROCKS,  CATALINA. 


MOONSTONE  BEACH 


BLACK  BASS. 


LEAPING  TUNA. 


YACHTING  AT  AVALON. 


FISHING  SCENE,  AVALON  BAY. 
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FLYING  FISH 
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Seal  Rocks 

17  Long  Point 

33  Eagle  Rock 

49  Alamos  Canyon 

A 

Descanso  Canyon 

2 

Roaring  Cave 

18  Gardena 

34  Cactus  Bay 

50  Craig  Beach 
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Arch  Rock 

3 

Piedracitas  Canyon 

19  Pinnacle  Rock 

35  Star  Bay 

51  Middle  Ranch  Stage  Station 
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Athletic  Park  Speed  Track 
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Piedracitas  (Pebble  Beach) 

20  Cabrillo  Harbor 

36  Sierra  Azul  (Elev’n  1783  ft.) 

52  Bull  Rush  Canyon 
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Stage  Road  Spring 
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Avalon 

21  Empire  Landing 

37  Iron  Bound  Bay 

53  Black  Joe  (Elev’n  2000  ft.) 
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Granite  Peak 

6 

Avalon  Harbor 

22  Perdition  Caves 

38  Spring  Landing 

54  Silver  Camp  Landing 
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Equinox  Falls 

7 

Sugar  Loaf 

23  Escondido 

39  Kelp  Point 

55  The  Palisades 
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Dormido 
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Thortowald  Cove 

24  Isthmus  Cove 

40  Trident  Point 

53  Hay  Press 

H 

Paloma  Falls 

9 

Partridge  Shelter 

25  Encinas 

41  Lobster  Clay 

57  Rock  Spring 
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Valley  of  Potts 

10 

Guadalahara 

26  Cherry  Valley 

42  Pine  Rock 

58  Church  Rock 
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La  Cuchilla 

11 

Terrace  Garden 

27  Elysian  P-,rk 

43  Catalina  Harbor 

59  Round  Top  (Elev’n  1860  ft.) 
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White  Rock 

12 

Aquarium  Reefs 

28  Emerald  Bay 

44  Old  Government  Barracks 

60  Silver  Canyon 

M 

Emerald  Head 

13 

Hermocillo  Cove 

29  Soapstone  Quarry 

45  Proposed  Stage  Road 

61  Orizaba  (Elev’n  2109  ft.) 
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Soapstone  Quarry,  No.  2 

14 

Hermocillo 

30  Arrow  Point 

46  Little  Spring 

62  Toboggan  Slide 
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Devil’s  Crater 

15 

Button  Beach 

31  Smuggler’s  Glen 

47  Serpentine  Quarry 

63  Echo  Lake 

P 

Wilmington  Transportation 

16 

Spook  Cave 

32  Occidental  Point 

48  Little  Harbor 

Company’s  Steamship  Line. 
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